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Happy New Year to everyone with Best Wishes for 2020

December Concert

Chris Powell did a fantastic job of entertaining us for our 4th December 2019 concert, playing on his trusty
Roland Atelier organ and it was an ideal show for the end of the year with Christmas coming up. He performed
a large selection of music to suit everyone from 1950’s popular songs, to music by Bert Kampfert and Abba.
He played almost 50 different pieces of music and songs including a good selection of Christmas carols.
Chris opened his show with “Merry Christmas Everyone and O’ Holy Night”. Next was the sound of the Bert
Kamphert Band with “Danke Schon, Swinging Safari and Red Roses for a Blue Lady”. The Overture to
“Orpheus and the Underworld” came next, followed by the lively “Can Can”. A selection now, with “It’s Now
or Never (from the song O’ Solo Mio)”, Can’t Help Falling in Love, The Wonder of You”, all made popular by
Elvis Pressley. Also included was a selection of Tom Jones Songs, “It’s not unusual to be loved by Anyone, A
Long Long Way From Home and Delilah”. 1950’s songs included “On Blueberry Hill, The Great Pretender, Mr.
Sandman, La Bamba, Magic Moments and At the Hop”. The sound of the Blackpool Theatre Organ completed
the first half with “One Horse Open Sleigh, Jingle Bells, It’s Beginning to look a lot like Christmas, Have
Yourself a Merry Christmas and A Merry Christmas Day”.
The second half launched into “Sleigh Ride” followed by “The Fairy Tale of new York”, then “Walking in a
Winter Wonderland, I Saw Mammy Kissing Santa Claus, and I’m Dreaming of a White Christmas”. Next was
“Jingle Bell Rock and Rocking Round the Xmas Tree”. A selection again with “Have You Met Miss Jones”
(from Film-Bridget Jones’ Diary), “Tomorrow, The Nuns Chorus, Doh Ray Me and Climb Every Mountain”.
A Piece of Wedding Music was followed by an Abba selection with “Dancing Queen, Souper Trouper, I Do I
Do I Do I Do I Do, Fernando ad Thank you for the music. To complete this excellent show, Chris played more
Christmas music with “Once in Royal David’s City, Away in a Manger, O’ Come all ye Faithfull, Hark the
Herald Angels Sing and We Wish you a Merry Christmas”. As a final encore Chris performed “Land of Hope
and Glory” from the Last Night of the Proms complete with all the drums and guns, absolutely terrific.
What a show Chris Powell gives, playing for long periods almost nonstop. He certainly earns his fee.
Membership - To date, only 60 members have joined the society for season 2019- 2020. This has now become
a worryingly low number and it will soon reach the stage where we will not be bringing in enough funds to pay
for the artistes fees along with all the other items that we have to pay for. If you have not already joined this
season, you can now join for half the normal subscription ie.,£5. Entry to each concert is only £6, if you like you
can pay £5 + £24 (to cover entry to the next four concerts) total £29. Fortunately we have managed to secure a
culture grant from the National lottery Fund, thanks to the time and effort by Jack Graham who has waded
through a mountain of paperwork that had to be completed to achieve the grant. This will certainly help us with
outgoings for this and next season but we can never rely on receiving a grant in the future. A new name for the
society might help to generate more interest in our concerts, so keep your suggestions coming in and if you need
more complimentary tickets to hand out, ask Jack Graham, (the man that hands out all the cushions).
Music Workshop – The next workshop will be held on Tuesday 21st January - to be confirmed on 15th January.
January Concert - Tony Stace will be the first artiste to entertain us on Wednesday 15th January 2020 at St.
Columbas Church at the usual time of 7pm. Tony has played for us on many occasions before but is always
welcome back with his music and funny stories. At age 9, Tony took an interest in playing his father’s T500
Hammond organ and his father began to teach him to play. Two years later he played his first concert to friends
and family, about100 people, and loved every minute of it. Over the next four years or so he was taught by
various professional teachers. At age 14 tony started entering and winning various competitions and at 18 was
playing around 30 concerts a year as well as working full time for his dad’s Billposting Company. Eventually
this became too much for him and at 21 decided to concentrate solely on playing the organ professionally. Tony
was influenced by the style of Franz Lambert and did meet him once. Tony has played all over the UK and has
also been to Switzerland 5 times now, has played the Blackpool Wurlitzer 3 times and performs over 50 shows
each year. He still performs on his Yamaha Electone HX1 organ so a really good night awaits us.

